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mr.TVlARKS 
Claims M remain in the application. 

M ependen, Calm . cove, ft. g*k« as shown in «*ue 3 by reciting *. shape 
of tbe aperture 24 being defined by outwardly «- »— 28 »* " 

curved edge portions 30. 

^dependent Cairn 3 specify covers tire gasket as shown in Figure 6 ^ 
.„ ^lar tubmar flange" 36 of a — radial thickness" ««* *> d 

^■ending perpendicular to said pie*" .0 a wavy outer edge varying between cres,s and 
valleys" 30 and 28. 

Neither o, the references. Kaahmenck e, al. '883 or lieb ... a,. '.09, remedy 
suggcs, the Integra, gastce. b,ank * shown in Figure 3 and specify Cahneti in Cairns 

Neimer reference auggests an aperture in a gasket plate with inwardly and 
outwardly curved edge portions as claimed in Calm .. In addition, Cairn 2 recitea the 
bolt holes 32 as being adjacent tire outwardly curved edge portions 28. 

Claim 3 recites the annular tubular flange as shown in Ftgure 6 which neither of 
.he references suggest. The '883 paten, to KashmericK « 1. does disclose a finished 
gasket having a gasket blank widt a flange; however. Ota, flange doea no, extend to a 
wavy edge having highs and lows. The 109 paten, ,o Lieb e, a,, discloses a finished 
gaake, sintite ,0 <be finished gaske, resulting from use of ,he subject invention bu, dooa 
no, disclose an integral wbular flange of conatsn, wall .hicknesa extending to a wavy 
edge. lieb et al. merely disclose a "bead" 40. 

Neither of the references suggest the subject invention and norther sugges. how 
.boy could be combined .0 provide Cher stucture of Calms 1 or 3. Furthermore, even if 
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these references could be combined, the structures of claims 1 or 3 would not result. 
Applicant's claims can only be rejected through hindsight. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the Application, as amended, is now 
presented in condition for allowance, which allowance is respectfully solicited. Applicant 
believes that no fees are due, however, if any become required, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit 
Account 08-2789. Further and favorable reconsideration of the outstanding Office Action 
is hereby requested. 


January. 20. 2004 

Date 


Respectfully submitted 

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 



Robert L. Stearns, Registration No. 36,937 
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite #101 
39400 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151 
(248) 723-0427 


ranTTFf P.ATR OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this Amendment for U.S. Serial No.: 10/004,071 filed 
October 25 2001 is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class 
Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patenrs, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 on January 20, 2004. 


QjKM J. fftJ 


Anne L. Kubit 
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